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A Letter concerning the preſent State 
of Religion among} us. Beets 


\ # by birth ; I have 
SCYPA MF nance for ej CD i llbets oe 
nifters, and | enough 
=# t0-{end you a Paſtor, al have 
have no authority / the Church, 
have thought it neceſlary for meto give youthe rea 
ſons of that opinion which I declared unto-you;that 
in that caſc, you ought not in confcience to acknow- 
| ledge ſucha for one your Paſtor, by going tohear 


him preach,and ſee ef <aepriakens  1 
lefle:to receive he Euctriſtar his hands, Tt fuch a 
oneſhall be ſo audacious as to celebrate it, * ''» * 

This that I may do, I muſt 'firſt the 


Caſe, as it is ſtated by thoſe As whic =o 
4 | - ſertle Religion among us, / For, / firſt ; 
| . whereby the preſent Government is e | 


declareth, that the Chriſtian Religion comained in 
the Scriptures ſhall be beld forth, as the publick 
of theſe Nations ; And that, ſach as profeſs Faith mn 
God by Jeſus Chriſt, though differing from this pro- 
feſsron, in doftrine, worſhip, or diſcipline, (hal be pro- 
reed in the exerciſe o their Religion, excepting 
Popery and Prelacy, and thoſe who under- the pro- 
fels10n of Chriſt, hold forth, and praRtiſe licentiouſ- 
ncſſe, In proſecution hereof an Ordinance is iſſued 
ny Age + +-- 2 fonb, 


a 
commilion to-certain perſons, named 
in it, to examine and try all that have come into 


hat have = woah oaad gx AA < Hr 


' ſhall pretend tb tortie imo Churches rhar ſhall be 
void, whether fit tor the Office and Benefice, by 
noſother Rule, chen. the Certificate ieprond 5 
Neighbours, (one at leaſt a6 dpter) 
pr 1 cnwnangh'y YaP = 


IT = Tine 
wy ns reby, no 
man. —— ement, bur A 
ona redo yne y of 
1653. And with himis ranked, he, who ſhall wr 
queef ans pablickly have read the Scrvice ſince 
: © 1633, -whereby it appeareth, thar 
thoſe who have declared their perſeverance in the 


Religion which. they hav 0 profeſſed, by 
| the Service, are ore counted ſcanda- 

it thoſe that can obtain the certificate of .. 
fucbWien as theſe Triers count godly men, rogether 


| — __ inion, that {0 arc, and fit to 
Preach ' Law, to be Paſtors 
ot P - : And c ty ro {ucceed thoſe. that 

adhere to the Chriſtiani whichihbero {a pnaari Sand \have 
profeſſed, being caſt our by "the Commillioners for 
cjeding)of (candalous vis Roo 

 Juthe brit place then, L ſay, that the effet of © 
thde:Laws iis, 4 nullifie, and make void one Ar- 
ticle of 3; © Creed, which hithezx0 we profeſitz To 

wit, the Lelicf of one holy Catholick and Apoſto- 


— the Catholick nh, do-not. mean, 
- thatthey belceve that there js. in the world a num- 
ber of men that profeſſe to be:Chriſtians, it is maa- 
Jiteſt, becauſe all Chriſtians hope;to/be ſaved: by 
their Faith : but they cannot -hope /to.be; ſav 
leeving that which they fee ; Now all 
that there is ſuch a company of men in the: 
therefore when they ſay, belceve the 


lick Ch 2 hs Bend, wheels 
hope ro yt do not proteſle to 5 


that there is ſuch o rr: Cram ud by 
isa Co founded by 
our Lord Chriſt and his A which Heretick- 
and Schiſmaticks cannot have Communion with, 


and that they hope be ſaved-l by this Faith, as be- 
— pur of mu. And this is 4 which the 
, of the 7 os a and _— PE Church - 
ſignifies, as of true. Chri- 
ſt1ans, (to Cn hr CHIN: es) from the 
. Conventicles of Hereticks and Ricks. For 
this title of Catholick would. fignifie nothing, if 


AHereticks and Schiſmaticks were not barred the 


Communion of the- Church; And ler no man 

, that the Schiſme which the Reformation 
hath made betWeen iis” and the Church of Rome, 
kath diſſolved the obligation of being members'pi 
te Church : if that ct ange: which is > called Reſor- 
4 -—tatior. 


,or Catholick it 15 no Reformation, but the 

/ 7 deftration of Chriſtianity, 
' '* Laws inable Souldiers, and Juſtices of the Peace, 
| as wall as thoſe that themſelves Miniſters, to 
make ick Preachers ; as well fuch as have re- 


that have ; Ir is manifeſt, that all difference berween 
Clergy and People, is by them diflolved, and 

. made void ; And by conſequence, the Corporation 
of the Church, which grounds and creates all the 
difference, which hitherto by all Chriſtians hath 
been received, berween theſe two qualitics, True 

it is,that for the preſent,as well thoſe who have law- 
ful authoriry to officiate the publick Service of God 
by Ordination from the Church, are admitted or 
maintained in their Benefices by thele Laws,as thole 
that have none;Though it be wel enough known,rhar 
thoſe who have ſuch authoriry do pretend to at by 

. vertve of it, and not by this Law,further then, as by 
ſubmirring to ir, they remove that force, which hin- 


Bur jt is as true, that ſuppoſing this Law to continue 
an age,none ſuch can remain, And when none fuch 
remains, then there ſhall be no Church in Exglaze, 


be true. And therefore, thoſe that acknowledge 
ſuch as have ro other authority but from this _ 
er, for their Paſtors,cannot conſequently proftefle tc 
beleeve one Catholick Church, nor hope for falva- 
tion hy being members of ir, For ſuppoſing tos the 
preſent, though not granting, thar the power which 
makes theſe Laws is fram GoJ, yer can it not be 
Ic 


| a) | 
marion, preſerve not fuch a Church,-as ought to 
be ackhow for a true member of the whole, * 


ceived no Ordination from the Church, as thoſe * 


ders their right, otherwiſe gotten, to rake cffeft. 


bur by equivocation of words, it the premiſes be . 


| 
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that they For, bs 
. of Eſtabliſhmenc _— onely ro 
; Chriſtian Religion contained in the Script 
all the Hereſies that are this day in 
maintain themlelves to profeſſe the Chriſtian Reli- 
; g1on contained in the Scriptures, it is manufeſt, that 
-  thele Laws provide not, that they ſhall not be He- 
reticks, whuch are ſent you for Paſtors.  Herel 
' muſt nor complain , thar, whereas all that profeſſe 
Faith in God by Jetus Chriſt,though differing from 
the profeſſion held forth, are protected in the ex- 
ercile of their Religion, Popery and Przlacy arc 
excepted ;, though it cannot be denied, thar.both 
proteſs Faith in God by Jelus Chriſt, Nor, yp 
thoſe who hold the protefſion eſtabliſhed Vu 
Laws under which we were born, are At 
proteRion, which is tendred Socinians, enemies of 
the Trinity and ſatisfaQion of Chriſt,who manifeſt- 
ly profeſs Chriſtian Religion contained in the a 
rures,and Faith in God by Jeſus «a For, my 
fineſs is not to ſay,what 1 NT. 
ſhould have done by them z (has ahe ou are ay 
-- Bur, x be aneredtht 


God threagh fir Chef, and the Chriftian Religion = 


ned 5n the Scriptures, cannot be 
j orreererknns they protefſe beſides, by any Power 


tObe exerciſed at the will of the 


And, how are you affured that no Heretick ſhall 
obtaina certificate of three N and ſo an- 
{wer their demands, that have cauſe to 
- think him in Gods grace ? 5 YOU are nor 
OEY truſt your ſalvation, the- ſalva- 
ion of thoſe thar on you, either upon the 


of theſe or of them that 

the laws. If ir be demanded, why the ſecu- 
larPower, and the Commiſſioners thereot are nor 
as well to'be rruſted with the ſalvation of the peo- 
, as thoſe that may pretend authority from the 
turch > ite axons tr 209dy That , "rakes! you 
acknowledge a Paſtor ſent by the Church, y ou nei- 
ther traſt lus on.nor the perſon of him that ſends 
Fhimo; bur the which the Church hath received 
Arom mph narnoass iy fo mad ad {nar Rank 


mn farm 
mm qualified for the ones Ac- 
gh which Laws hethat es, by 
/ iy Corporation of the Church, de- 
ref) anger in thoſe whom 
you 


—— 
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ng ns that, for which they have 
rig bpm ricky hee arid Au 


| conſequence, tharall cheir fins, paſt, prefent, and co 
, come, being retnitted by this grace zo repent of 


do riow make ves Commiſſioners to execute 
theſe Laws, which borh ies and * 
CORO 4 Mare the L 3 
of alf rruſt which the might have had in © 
thern, tor conduct in Chriſtianity. Fot whar pro- 
{effiod can it be pretumed thar rhey will hotd,when 


Unity of "the Church > which & the | 


be re-admittted to gory an no ws = 
8 repentance, yet, Carho... 
lik Charch ENT raids ro be of the 
Clergie, Theſe Apoſtacies having thade them un- 
capable of that truſt, which the Church muft nece{- 
farily repoſe inthe Clergy. 

t you may ſee this is not for nothing, I fa 
fixther, hatahere is among us a damnable Hereſy 
of Antinotniahs;or Libetrines, formerly,when Purt- 
tans were not divided from the Church of England, 
known by the name of Grindletonians and Eroniſts. 
Thelc, do beleeve fo to be ſaved by the free grace of 
God, by whicChriſt died for the EleR; that true 
faich is nothing bur the revelation hereof, and by 


or to coritend 'a | it, is che Tenouncing icing of 
ods free grace, and{avivg faich, : 


Another opinion there 1s, which I cannot ſay the 


'- Presbyterians hold, or require to be held ; but in 
+ regard*their confetſion of Faith, and Catechiſme 

- - diiclaimcs it not, and therefore allows them that 
» hold it to be of their Fation, may well be ſaid to 
*  maintain.it ; Thar, for a man to beleeve that he is 


ſtinate to lite, and . that Chriſt died for him, 
that fairh,which alone juſtifieth a Chriſtian, VVhe- 
"bg ther of thele opinions is the better, or the worſe, or, 
» what is the difference between them, let the parti 
+ diſpure, This I fay, that, allowing the merits and 
- ſarrsfaRion of Chriſt ro the Ele& for remiſſion of 
+ fins, and a title to everlaſting life, in no conſiderati- 
- © but of their pcrſons, it is more reaſonable to fay, 
: thar they can never become guilty of fin, then, that 


-1057 prune feabenge Ser rag to life, 
* ſhould depend upon the knowledge of their pra- 
7 deſtination revealed by Faith : ſeeing nothing is 
: true becauſe is is beleeved, bur beleeved becaulc it 
© true, Andthereſorc, I ſay, that both of theſe 0- 
» "Pinions are deſtructive to the foundation of faich 
” which the Church of Exgland teacheth, when, in 
: the Office of Baprilmc, and the beginning of the + 
Catechiſme, ir requireth all that are baptized, not 
onely to profeſs the Faith of Chriſt, bat to renounce 
= Be flejb, the world, and the devil, and to fight with them 
+ » till death, for the keeping . of Gods (ommandments, aſ- 
*  ſwring them bereupon, that they are regenerate and adop- 
| . ted Gods children by bis Grace in (briff, For he that 
is ſaved by undertaking and perlevering in this, can- 

* # no: be {aved by beleeving, that he is abſolutely pre- 
,* ©. deſtinare to life without it, Fox, I muſt ſay, that 
* rig one thing to be abloluely prodeſtinate to ie, | 


wy 
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har he bs prodeſtnat to life, in conſideration of his 


another thing 
abſolute! 
For he 
abſolutely 
Covenant Grace nll. deard! 
to life in confilccickih' of as ? aronne=ag— 
Grace, in which he is predeſtinate ro perſevere, 
And w 2 man can be abſolutely pre P4 q 
in it, of his own free-will, and vos | 


ro 
1 choice, or not ,' is that which remaines 
in diſpute ar Divines, which 1 & not 
here, ro be of falſe,” Bur to ſay, thara & ' 


man is abſolutely 'predeſtinare to aodrnbas— 
iN >a in the Covenant of & 
Grace, which nn ref of his own free-witl © $ 


deſtroy | cds Are Rencal CY we 4 
Baprilime o the Church of England, every 

teeth) and all bope of Salvanion, which. is yt: S; 
Nh which ce omar it, Secing then, _—_— 


Ba t ſelf; is now, and is acknowledged 

rel yer bo in the 4 
- 8 
by 


Ilniverlity, (whercof feveral fellows hgve been, po- 
torious a3 jets of this Wm) ys | 
; acknow a member of . the Church 
| chritdan. rag; « "2 | 
The like I alledge in regard of the SeRt of the A- 
+ nabaptiſts, In which pans. I muſk ſuppoſe. rwo 
+ things, Firſt, that che. Chriſtian Faith luppoleth 
, >» Original fin. Secondly , that without . Bapriſn 


- » » here is no cure for it; which depends upon the Pre- 
; mites, that there is vo abſolute oroteinanion 
#” without conſideration of the Covenant of Grace, 
+ which Baptiſme executeth, to cure it, For, what- | | 
« foever our Lord mcant, when he ſaid, ezebe | 
1 born again of water— it 15 manifeſt, that, 


> no man can become true Chriſtian, without 
. gperacicn of rhe Holy Ghoſt,yer the Grace of the 
Holy Ghoſt dwelling in a man, is not granted,but, 


/” inconfideration of bus entring into the ſaid cove- 
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| radlice of the Church, i 
P , and te 
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ſhould dio wichour being baptized, Far, the diligent | 


over all occaſions, that might 
| wy 6 world unbaptized,obſerved by theChurch 


mooſtrareth, n aſſurance of the 
hs ſold  unbaptized, whatloeve og 
be. preſumed of Gods goodneſſe — 


whas he $64 Bur, Cys thoſe that (hall be- 

come obliged and engaged to the covenant of grace, 

by being confecrated to God t the at ofthe 

Church, thexcby. obliging it ſelf to 

rruth pk Chaiſkanity, Aphex, 
the neceflity aforeſai 


ich i Gnc 's 


aa . 7 | 
nabapriſts do nor believe origihal fin, they 
lagian Hereticks, If, beleeving i, 
wi ing, . that ,.it is cured 
EG Wet of * 
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ſelves , 


na Triers are either CS 
' or complices in the ſame fon 


with Anabaptiſts whereof there are in the Com- 
miffion of Triers, five or fix that] hear of by name, 
and how many more God knows, and in the Com- 


dibly informed) it is s evident, that, by theſe Laws, 
Fe ce. Paſiog, ah are. apecly Selticls | 
r_ Paſtors, who are expteſsly Schiſmaticks 
rok Ire nay for tha —_ Church 
alwaycs )z and, by conſequence premiſed 
reaſons, Hoerichs,” 
© Asthe Baptiſine of thoſe men whom they pre- . 
ted to ſend you for Paſtors, is, by this reaſon, void 
pot of r he, ſo the'Eucharift which may 
tocetebrare, will be 'vgid of the of 
2 'Sacrament toward yon, but nor void of the critne + 
of Sacriledge' towards: God, The reaſons are to. 


The firſt, becauſe rtioſe who havenor 
'Order of Pricfthood” ſhall JEOES _ 


-it; "For, the Ser 
| err _ a5 a rh 


/ Kage | | 
hath __ gh yea 
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Sacrilege for deacons to celebrate the Euchatiſt: 
Bur, becauſe thole whom the Church lawfully givts 
not the power of celebrating this Sacrament to, 


s (though, by mil-under thoſe whom. is 


ives 1t to, may be called Minitters, and ought to 
called Prieſts) their Euchariſt is no Sacrament, 
but Sacrilege. The ſecond, becauſe they know 
not, nor acknowledge, the Conlecration, that is 
requiſite to the celebration and beceing of this Se- 
crament, by. (ame $cri underſtood ac- 
ing to the un-1 cuſkowe and 
of the Church. For, the whole Church of al- 
\ lowing the elements conſecrated to be the Body 
and "of Chriſt myſtically, or in the Sacra- 
ment, alloweth this change to be made by the con- 
ſecration, before which Guy onely Bread 
and Wine, Not, as if after the Conſecrationthey 
were not ſo, but becauſe rhey are then become thac 
which they were not afore, to wit, the Sacrament 
of Chriſts Body and Bloud, or the Body and Bloud 
of Chriſt ſpirirually, and myſtically, that is, inthe 
Sacrament, This | Confecration bei 
« maintained by the Church of E 


the fame, and ing tO | 
ITT 
ledge the neceſfiry thereok, 
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=. As for the Office of Preaching and Prdj 
which pretend to, in behalf of the 
I will mark you out rwo monſtrous Im 
all the Se&s of this time. The firſt is this 
of the bleſſed Reformation of Religion in England; 
Thar the Church's not to . tor the Service 


Of God, but when the preaching. - This 
ſeems to ſtand upon a ve ofle mul of 
thoſe paſſages of the Apoſtles writings, which de- 
clare, the neceſſary means of ſalvarion to conſiſt, 
in hearing the Goſpel preached ; As if they were 
meant ot Sermons in the Pulpit, which are one- 
ly made to thole that are already Chriſtians, not 
- of publiſhing the Goſpel to thoſe that knew it nor 
” afore, convincing :them that it is true, and inſtru- 

them wherein 'it conſiſts. Or , asf: thoſe 
chart are- already. Chriſtians wanted any thing ne- 
ceſſary'to Salvation, ſuppoſing them to perſevere 
in the | Chriſtianity wtuch they have profeſſed, 
Noras if their Chriſtianity did.not oblige them; to 
hear'Sermons,. when the authority of the Church 
aſſures them to be without offence ; But, becauſe, 
the Offices of :publick Praicrs, and the Praiſes of 
God, eſpecially in celebrating the bleſſed Eucha- 
riſt,are the end of all that inſtruction in Chriſtianity, 
which Chriſtians receive from the Church, 'and 
therefore, all Preaching ſubordinate to the lame, 
as the means to the End : And becauſe, they may be 
daily fo frequented, without offence, and to the -in- 
creaſe of reverence of. Chriſtianity, as:the 
erience | of our time ſhows, that t 
-  cann6tbe. Thelecond is, that, the firſt day; of the: 
-, week, called Sunday, is the Sabbath,. by toxee io 


the - fourth Commandement, An Impoſture 1c 
$rob, that it may well ſerve for an inſtance, whar 

action can do, with tacn thar ate ſober othetwile, 
That God, by commanding the Jews to keep the 
ſeventh day of the week, to wit, that day on which 
he ended the Creation of the world,and;tor that ve- 
ry reaſon commanding it,ſhould be thought to com- 
mand Chriſtians to keep the firſt day of the week, 
on which he began the Creation, and our 'Lotrd 
Chriſt aroſe from the dead ; That is, that the ſame 
words of the ſameCommandment in writing,thould 


oblige Jews to reſt on the Saturday, which oblige 


F | . Fd 
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Chriſtians to reſt on the Sunday, is a thing whic 
when this fir of frenſy ſhall be paſt us, will fcarfe 
be beleeved, that &er any man would beleeve; 
True it 15, this firſt day hath been obſerved, in, and 
ever ſince the {tles time, bur not by vertue of 
that Law, which their office was to declare was 
&pired, and out of date; but, by the A& of theit _ 
own authority, whereby they gave Laws to Chriſlts 
Churcl;” Let us now onely com the" daily 
morning and evening Sacrifice of Prayer and the 
Praifcs of God, eſtabliſhed by the Order of the 
Church of England, together with the more folemn 
ſervice of Lords daycs and Feſtivals,with a bate Ser- 
mon upon Sundaics, uſhered in and our with'&. 
Prayer of every mans own conceit, (ſerring afide 
theHerely and Galle do@rine,the Faftion & Schilm, 
the blaſphemy and flander, the tidiculous f6llies 
which this Sermon and Prayer may, and which we 
Have known them "5, yu lay, ag. 
together, the bleſſed reformation | p "18 

ought to be accounted, the abomunarion of de- 
ſolation, in compariſon of thit Order which Tt de- 
Tels B2 ſtfoyerh 


"" (16) | 

ſroyerh. guar ends br this account alone, 
thote, who, not being inveſted with thar —— 
Power by which the Church is inabled to c 
abuſes in che Church, ſhall uſurp the- Power of the 
Church w introduce this diſorder, are rhe 
Schilmaricks theraſelves,and thoſe that acknowledge 
= tor their Paſtors, complices . of Schilmg- 
rICX$, 's 


Ir will be ſaid, that rheſe Laws will be ameng&d, 
as it was many times ſaid awhile fince, rhat the 
Parliament would (ertlc a Miniſtery, To this I fay, 
that thoſe chat are ſent you by virtue of theſe Laws, 
have every way as good authoriry,as any,the Power 
that made thelc Laws, joyned with a Parliament 
can give. to them, that are not otherwiſe qualified 
W authoriry of the Church, Thar is, thar this 

ot a Parliament together, though, adviſing 
with Jivines , how the qualitics of thoſe whom 
they make Miniſters are to be limired, can do no 
more, then this Power, with adviſe of thoſe Di- 
vines it uſeth, hath done : Both being Secular, and 
able ro make men their Miniſters, ro maintain the * 
Intereſt of that Government which their Power 
conſtiruterh-, but not Miniſters of the Church, wo 
maintain the intereſt of that Faith; and ſervice of 
May) 2oks it 15 rruſted with, It ir be faid, rhar,ar 
the-Reformation, thoſe from whom the Miniftry is 
ropagated, had not received by their Ordination, 
| to ordain others ; I anſwer,thar, it is agreed - 
among all that profcſſe rhe Reformarion, that the 
abufes crept into the Church were fo - wag thar 
particular Churches, that is, - part of permay 


(17) IP. . 
might, and ought to reform themfelves, without 
conſent or -concurrence of the whole : Iris alfoa- - 
greed a them that maintain it, that, there is 
in the Church a ſucceſſion of perſons, indued with 
authority in behalf of ir, as well as of dodrine,and 
of the ſervice of God ; Though the fuccefſion of 
perſons be of lefs confideration, as ſubordigare ro 
the fuccefhion of doctrine, as the means to the end, 
In this caſe then I ſay, thar, ſuch .inabilirics , in per- 
{ons veſted with Eccleſiaſtical Power by the Refor- 
mation, as became unavoidable by the refuſal of 
the reſt of the Church to concur in it, can- 
not make Churches ſo conſtirured,no Churches,nor 
void the effect of thoſe Offices which perſons fo 
J—_ ſhall minifter unto Gods people. Bur, 
h inabilitics, as became unavoidable, onely for 
want of due intormarion in thoſe thar underrook to ' 
reform themſelves, as it would be malice in man 
ro juſtifie, ſo, it may reaſonably be preſumed, rhar 
the mercy of God excuſes, Bur ſuppoſing, accor- 
ding to the -premiſes, and the fenfe of all that 
adhere to the Church of England, that the Presby- 
rerians Ordinations tend no more to maintain the 
primirive fairh and fervice of God, once delivered 
co the Church, and cſtabliſhed wm ir by the 
then they do to maintain that which is hirherto e- 
ſabliſhed in che Church of Exgland; 1 fay fuppo- 
I ro imagine, that an Aﬀembly of Dives, 
by being lawfully ordained ro the office of Priefts 
or Deacons, according tothe Laws of the Church 
- off Exgland, can by commiſſion from the ſecular 
Power, make ordinations, which the Laws under\ 
which they were ordained forbid, is to nap, 
| B3 
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that God can inable man to ſin, or, that a Soveraign 
Power can authorize the ſubje& to rebell agai 
i ſelf, And therefore, though the qualities ot per- 
ſons to be ſent you for Paitors may be otherwiſe 
limited by Ads which Parliaments may make, yer 
rhele qualities, (not being derived from the autho- 
rity ot the Apoſtles founding the Church , by any 
a& of the Church, but from ſecular Power, and 
Commiſhon iſſued from it) make them no more 
Miniſters of the Church, that are made by Aflem- 
blies of Divines and Presbyterics, then thoſe that 
'are made by: commiſhon of Triers, and cjeing 
candalous Miniſters : That is, both of them, being 
their creation Schilmaricks, and their proteſſion 
not clearing them of miſpriſion olglerely, they can 
no more be acknowledged by thoſe that pretend 
to adhere to the Church of England, then Belial by 
Chriſt, or darkneſſe by light. 

Hereby then you may conclude how to receive 
thoſe, whom the Presbytcrians may ſcnd you for 
Paſtors, by any change in the ſecular Power, For 
I pa. not them, : ik they do not beleeve the 

Church; which they would be themlſclves. 1 ac- 

knowledge that they ſecure you from all Seats but 
+ _themſclves, But in as much as they maintain Prz- 

6eſtinationto life, onely in conſideration of whar 

* Chriſt hath already done or ſuffered for the Ele ; 

- inſo. much, I ſay, that they do not, nor can Baptize 


hope of Salvation , in conſideration of fighting a- 
. gainſt the ficſh, the world, and the Devil, for the 
fcc ing of Gods commandementrs, under the pxo- 
feſliga of the Chriſtian Faith, For, that wg 
O- 


into the Croſs of Chriſt; that is to ſay, into the _ 


Ts 
of 
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| the gift of Gods Pradeſtination, cannot be bur- 
| thened with any- condition of Chriſtianity after- 
«| » wards, And thercfore that Baptiſme is no effe@u- 
al Baptiſme betore God, (it Baptiſme received in 
the Chuch of England be fuch) that is to ſay, it is 
no Baptiſme, bur by Equivocation of words, in 


as much as, the obligation of a mans Chriſti- © 


anity is not declared, or underſtood, to take 
hold of him, by verrue of it. For ſceing the hope of 
ſalvation which Chriſtians have by their Baptiſme 


is grounded npon the condition of theirChriſtianity, ' 
char Baprtiſme which promulerh ſalvation without . 
providing for this condition, is no Baptiſme, but by 


cquivocation of words.I ſay turther,that the _ 
which they call Reformation, viſibly 

to introduce that monſtrous impoſture of two 
Sermons every Sabbath, in ſtcad of the daily ang 
ordinary ſervice of God, (together with the: more 
ſolemn ſervice of God uponFeſtivals and Lords 
daies, and other ———_— occaſions) which 
the Church of Englazd, with the whole Church 
of God from the beginning hath maintained,ſolar, 
as there was means to maintaih ir, I will not here 
inſiſt upon the order of Biſhops, and their chiet 
power in their Dioceles, as of Divine Right, that 
15, inſtituted and introduced by the Apoſtles, Ler 
The Presbyterians think chemielves ai Hy ro 
| erect altar againſt Altar,upon lo deſperate a Plea, as 
7 4 now they intiſt penny Presbyreries are rather 


Ly 


of divine ri the chief Power of Biſhops, in 
their Dioccles; I inſiſt now onely,that this Power of 
the Biſhops, was not againſt Gods Law:which every 
may muſt grant me, that acknowledges a Church in 
La Ergland from 


) 
abſolutely due, as ſalvation 1s due to the ele by 


| 
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from the Reformarion till now. In this caſe, they, 
- whozto introduce this Chriſtianity,and this publick 
exerciſe of ir, tranſgreſſing that authority ro which 
they were called by the viſible at of the Church 
of England, take upon them, to ſhare that Power 
from which they had their authority,among them- 
elves, and, to execute it by conſent among them- 
Helves, in their {everal precin&s, cannot be ſaid to 
| conſtirure a Church, by vertue of any a@ of the 
| Apoſtles, or any authority derived from ſuch a&, 
*bur by vertue of their own-aR, as all Apoſtates and 
rs do ; That is to ſay, that, they do not con- 
ſtixzure ſuch a Church, by being a mcmber whereot 
a min may reaſonably aſſure himſelf of ſalvation, 
_ any principle of Chriſtianity , bur fuch a 
hurch, as 15 ingeed no Church, unlefle it be by 
+ equivocation of termes, but a conventicle of Schil- 
, maticks with miſpriſion of the Hereſy aforclaid. 
And therefore their Prieſthood is no Prieſthood, 
their Euchariſt is no Euchariſt,(unleſle it by equivo- 
Cat ion of words) but Sacrilege againſt Gods Ordi- 
nance. Be{1dcs,that, what is requifire to the conſe- 
cration theg<of, or, wherein it conſiſts, they ſeem 
tobe as ſecure of,and as little to regard; as the moſt 
jonorant of thole ſes into which the once com- 
mon name of Puritans {tands divided at this time, 
Neither is: it-in any ſecular Power, though nc- 
ver {o unqueſtionable, to cure theſe nullitics and 
incapacities, in the pretenſe, upon which they take 
upon them ro be-a Church 5 Though for the 
preſent they are not '{o much as authorized to the 
world, by any priviledge or penalty enacted by 
any {ccular Power, but oncly prorc&ed 


__— 


+ that withdraw from the exerciſe of 


to 
and authorize them, as ever 
which they have deſtroyed, to introduce thi 
dow of a Church, 


If it be objefted, that your Eſtates will be 
ble to Denaleies, thar may be enated again th C 


publickly held forth z To this I have no 
that wee are to obey God rather then man, $0 
ter the next world before this, and to bear 
Croſle, it we this __—_ Onely 
much I muſt obſerve, that 

_—_ IS mens 

oniciences, in matter 

And therctore , though ghe Pralarical party are not 
protected in the exercile of their ir OT 


' not they be puniſhed 'tor it, but by denying har 
which & dec upon the publick Faith, Beſides, 
acknowledging the Chriflcan ae ion contauned in the 
Scriptures, and profeſs: 
they arc as _ 


that arc 
not to we ee efchat Religion, the pro- 
feilion whereof is not diſallowed, feems to 

bee, to forbid men to be Chriſtians ak 
are not torbidden to be fuch Chriſtians, and to cx- 
pole zhem to popular rumult, contrary to the _ 


—_ 


lay 
whence they proceed, may 
, you cannot follow m Vice, 
bur chat your eſtate may become queſtionable : 
Neither would I give it, could I aſſure you of the 
kingdom of heaven otherwilc; 


arc hicherto, every where, of the Clergie, chat ad- 
here to the Church, who will finde it their duty, 
to ſee your infaats Chriſtned, your children [ate- 
chiſed, - the Euchariſt communicated to all thar 
ſhall withdraw from Churches forcibly poſſeſſed 
them whom you own not for Paſtors. And 

if they cannot continually miniſter ro you, fo dil- 
—_ the ordinary Offices of Gods lervice ; you 
the Service of God according to the Order 

of the Church, you have the Scriptures to read 
for of ir, you have ſtore of Sermons maniteſt- 
ly allowed by the Church ro read, you have 
ers preſcribed for all your own ecefhitias 
and the neceſcities of the Church; To ſerve God 
with theſe in private, with ſuch as depend upon 
you, and are of. the ſame judgement with you 


(leaving out what belongs to Prieſts offtice "wif 


tofay) Ido, to the beſt of my judgement, be- 
leeve an acceptable ſacrifice to God, which you 
| | cannot 


$ provide:I an{wer,thart there * 


} 
, 


y , with the power which 
* we are under in holding or coming by thet 
ces, (] tuppole in & of their flocks, rather 
then to their fruus) yer, it they beleeve them 
* * ſelves, and their flocks, ro be members of Gods 
- Church, by being members of the Church of Em 
gland, they muſt needs beleeve, thoſe flocks thar 
acknowledge tuch Paſtors, to be members 
0 ot no Church, and - :theretore acknowledge 
4 | You, and own your departure, and. declare 
bs 


themſelves to their own flocks, and inſtru them 

to do the like, when the like caſe falls our : And © 

the refuſing to hear the voice of ſtrangers, will unite 

us ro make a flock, under thoſe whom we acknow- 
of ledge our lawful Paſtors, . 


I have found my {elf preſſed, to Print Copies 
hercot, for mine own ule, thereby to declare thus 
much of my judgement to you, and to the reſt of 
| *g my friends, becauſe the ned of owning ſuch 

men for your Paſtors, will be , to make us mem- 

| bers of feveral Churches, Vyhich muſt,dilable 

' 4 me, todoany office of a Clergy man towards youz 

| 1» unlefle it be the proſecuting of this. , by ſhew- 
| . 

ng you further reaſons, to juſtify whar lay here, 

' | and to reduce you to it : Though it ſhall 

alwayes be my ſtudy, faithfully to ſerve my 

kinred and © friends, in all ces of Civt- 


lity, And I hope they will conſider, what 
by © | appear 
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